


Logline:

Braiding together embodied exploration, stories and wisdom from a
collective of queer and trans folks, and original spell songs, this
film is a meditation and reflection on the notion of queer home and
the casting of a spell.

Synopsis:

This film is made of layers. The embodiment layer consists of
filmmaker Amanda Madden's performance in heat and solitude,
meditating, reflecting on, and performing the questions and yearning
that had grown in them about queer home. They use movement,
intuition, and magic to film their exploration of these questions in
their body, letting the wild and sacred shapes of the ghost town
guide them. They call 18 queer and trans friends across the country
and asked them about queer home. Participants include a trans
faggot witch, a yoga teacher and herbalist, a sex worker advocacy
leader, writers, performers, a hiker in the middle of the Pacific Crest
Trail, actors, scientists, caretakers. These interviews weave beneath
the performance footage as a collective story and wisdom.
Throughout the film, text is layered over the footage to provide
context and framing for the performance and interviews and offering
practices one might utilize in their own exploration of queer home.
Lastly, original spell music created by 3 queer musicians is layered
underneath, shaping emotionality, holding containers for themes, and
marking moments of magic. These layers all weave together to
explore, dance with, grieve, and transmute ideas around landscape,
belonging, shame and wounding, enough-ness, lineages of queerness,
intuition, wild hope, home in the body, messiness, and imperfection,



| had all of me with me.

Home feels so much more complex for me
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leave to find myself. After a decade in New York, where | named and

settled into my queerness and transness, | returned to Utah e, ¥ o .
summer of 2020. | was a fragile and unrooted thing. | crave
community and a sense of belonging,. In- July of 2021, I"'was a rejjent
artist at the Home of the Brave res:derm in Cisco, a ghost t
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formufa is the /ayers of the film plus screenings, conversatlogs “and
advocacy. | hope that the effect is that we can reflect ourselves to
ourselves and each other with love, compassion, and wisdom, that we
validate our questions and aches and remind ourselves and each other
that we are not alone in those, that we reveal homes we are part

homes we want to create, and that we can /nsp/re ourselves a
other to know our enough ness, to -,
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AMANDA MADDEN

‘Writer, Director, Producer,

Amanda Madden is a filmme facilitator whose work experiment
queer. evolutions of intim | y Iandscape and connection. Th
in the/r comm:tm

stress, and documentary projects, Home Abyss and Dear Elsa:
+ 10 Experiments. Their editing work includes narrative, documen
experimental films, commercial projects for MTV, Refinery29, Conc
and NBC Universal, and the feature documentary, Roleplay. Their
“been exhibited internationally. They hold an MFA in Nonfiction Media f
Hunter College.
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https://vimeo.com/812154600
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1jO1sUfaY5t1Gd9rLXumdw4XZsKYGy2Nm?usp=sharing
https://www.amandacmadden.com/a-spell-for-queer-home
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